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Identity

Who am I?  It is one of those deep questions that is never fully resolved.  It has obvious answers, certainly --  My name is Kevin Riggle.  I am the son of John and Viola Riggle.  I am a straight-A student at Sioux Center High School.  We define ourselves by our relationships to other people and organizations.  Our relationships do not provide the full picture, however.  Who we are is something much more intrinsic to us.  It is something we are born to be and something we grow to be.  The combination of traits is what makes a person an individual.  Who am I?


I am a leader.  I seem to land in positions of authority almost without conscious thought.  I have always had some talent in persuading people to follow me on whatever enterprise has currently caught my fancy, be it a school project or a wild goose chase.  I started enough 'companies' in middle school to populate Silicon Valley.  It takes willpower to restrain myself from always stepping in and taking control of a group, but I am learning how to allow others to lead – still, I find following a challenge.  Yet if I see that my group needs direction, I am willing to provide it.  It has been a struggle for me to work with people whose abilities lie in different areas than my own, but I'm beginning to understand how to accept their points of view and interact constructively with them – leading without dictating.


I am bold.  I want to go somewhere in life, do something, be someone.  My Hell is a dead-end life, trapped in monotony and crushed by apathy.  I have lived in one community for eight years and, though I love it dearly, I need to get out.  The options are limited for someone like me in Iowa if I don't want to program actuarial tables or pet-food mixers for the rest of my life.  I want exposure to things outside my comfortable middle-class Midwestern box – broader horizons and opportunity to truly excel in my chosen endeavor.  I want opportunity to expand the realm of the possible by aiming for the impossible.  I want to accomplish something with my life.  In the words of Tennyson, I mean to “follow knowledge like a sinking star, / beyond the utmost bound of human thought.”


I am driven.  When I fall short of a goal, I pick myself up and attack it again.  When I reach one milestone, I look to the next.  No one and nothing pushes me to excel besides my own desire to succeed.  I am not afraid of hard work or lost opportunity if that is what must be sacrificed so that I can achieve my objective.  Technology is my calling, just as it is for a virtuoso pianist who works hours every day to perfect her technique.  Yet I am also able to enjoy things that do not directly advance me toward a given end.  I have many generalities – music, painting, acting, mentoring – that do not aid my course in life but enrich it.


Who am I?  My name is Kevin Riggle.  I am the son of John and Viola Riggle.  I am a straight-A student at Sioux Center High School.  I am a leader.  I am ambitious.  I am driven.  I will succeed.

